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You will be 
surprised how 
many villages 
change hands
— and not just 
among the 
super-rich . . .

£496,000

On the market . . .     desirable villas

tUSCanY, ItaLY
This beautifully restored former 
barn sits within a vinery at the 
heart of Chianti Classico, near 
 Castelnuovo Berardenga. On three 
floors, it has a large dining room, 
three bedrooms and two 
 bathrooms and a loggia. The shared 
pool has views over siena.
n Savills: 020 7016 3740, 
savills.com.

GerS, FranCe
A Five-bedroom, stone-built house 
with an acre of gardens, a pool and 
Jacuzzi. There’s a shaded alfresco 
area for dining. inside, timber 
 flooring, spacious rooms and plenty 
of entertaining space would make 
it work as either a holiday let or 
permanent home.
n La Residence: 01865 582 382, 
laresidence.co.uk.

marBeLLa, SPaIn
ThRee-bedroom luxury ground-
floor apartment with spectacular, 
sea, mountain and golf views in La 
Quinta, Marbella. set in a gated 
community in ‘Golf valley’, there is 
a pool and garden, as well as master 
ensuite bedroom and large living 
room.
n Lucas Fox: 0034 933 562 989, 
lucasfox.com.

£231,450 £374,200

On the move: Hollywood actor Johnny Depp (below) has put his estate, including a small village (above) near St Tropez, up for sale
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Norton, as made infamous by David 
Cameron, Jeremy Clarkson, et al.

In mainland Europe, it’s not 
uncommon for dilapidated, deserted 
villages to come up for sale for next 
to nothing — though there are often 
strings attached.

Last July, the village of Calsazio in 
the Italian Alps popped up on eBay 
with a starting price of just under 
£200,000. There was only one snag. 
Whoever bought the village, which 
comprised some 15 dilapidated 
houses, was required to spend 
 hundreds of thousands restoring 
 Calsazio to its former glory.

There have been similar stories 
in Spain. Last year, the mayor of 
 Cortegada, in the northern 
 Galicia region, announced 
that he was prepared to 
sell the abandoned 
 hamlet of A Barca 
for free — provided 
the new owner 
drew up a long-
term develop-
m e n t  p l a n 
which would 
bring people 
and jobs back 
to the area.

Spain was hit hard during 
the recession in the late 
Noughties, and so many 
rural areas were brought 
to their knees that, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  o n e 
 estimate, there are now 
nearly 3,000 ghost 
 villages in the country. 

They are uninhab-
ited; most of the 
houses are falling 
down. But if you have 
the time and energy 
to restore them, they 

could be yours for between £50,000 
and £200,000.

Not surprisingly, the villages are 
catching the eye of overseas buyers, 
around a third of them British — 
typically couples who have taken 
early retirement and want a 
 challenging restoration project.

Owning an entire village would not 
suit everyone on their lonesome: 
neighbours can be good company; 
they are not all busybodies. But you 
can see why the thought of buying a 
village in a backwater of Europe 

would appeal to a certain kind of 
English eccentric. 

You know the sort. ‘Picked it 
up for a song, old man. It’s off 
the beaten track, and the 
Broadband’s not the quickest. 
But you can’t argue with 16 
houses, a church, a pub and a 
flock of sheep all for £23,000.’

If you were sole proprietor 
of the village, there 

would be nothing 
s t o p p i n g  y o u 
renaming it after 
yourself. Or declar-
ing the village a 
mobile-free zone. 
Or dancing naked 
a r o u n d  t h e 
 maypole. 

Last but not 
least, as the only 
 r e s i d e n t ,  y o u 
would have no 
competition for 
the prized title of 
village idiot.  

MAX DAVIDson

village people!A S  F E R R Y -
LOADS of Brits 
start heading off 
o n  s u m m e r 
 h o l i d a y s  i n 
France, some will 

be secretly entertaining a 
perennial lifestyle fantasy.

Wouldn’t it be nice to find a 
ruined farmhouse in  the 
 Dordogne, buy it for a song, 
 renovate it and make the place 
your permanent second home? 

By this time next year, you 
could be on first-name terms 
with M. Boeuf the butcher and 
M. Pain the baker, and planning 
your award-winning vineyard 
like the Jolie-Pitts.

With the pound so strong and 
the euro so weak, 2015 could be 

have the cash, or the chutzpah, to 
match actor Johnny Depp. In 2001, 
the Pirates Of The Caribbean star 
bought not one property, but a 
whole village: a 37-acre estate above 
St Tropez which has now come on 
the market for £16.5 million. 

As well as the main house, stuffed 
with piratical features such as skulls, 
there is a church, a cafe, two 
 swimming pools, a skate park and a 
number of cottages.

If you are a Hollywood A-lister, of 
course, buying a village is as good a 
way as any to protect yourself 
against nosey neighbours; to Mr and 
Mrs Average, even if they were  
filthy rich, it might feel like 
self-indulgence.

But villages come on the market 
more often than you might think — 
and at not totally silly prices. 

Last summer, a mystery bidder 
snapped up the South Devon village 
of Bantham for just over £11 million, 
less than the cost of a top-of-the-
range apartment in Mayfair. 

T HE picturesque seaside 
village comprised some 
21 homes, a shop and a 
golf course and had been 
a family-owned estate 

since the Twenties. The National 
Trust considered buying Bantham 
to preserve its unique character, but 
could not raise enough funds.

Also last summer, the Cotswolds 
village of Little Rollright, consisting 
of a Grade II-listed manor house, a 
rectory and five cottages, came on 
the market for £18 million. 

The privately-owned village once 
belonged to Lincoln College, Oxford, 
and is a short drive from Chipping 

the perfect year to take a punt 
on the French property market 
— although not many of us will 
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Sign up before 31st July and ask us about:

We know that as a holiday home owner, regular bookings come high on your 
priority list. So to ensure you can enjoy bookings all year round, we promote your 
property as part of our multi-million pound marketing campaigns to the most 
responsive customers and households within our 12 million strong database.

Call 0345 268 0600
Email expertlettingteam@welcome.co.uk
Visit welcomecottages.com/letting-your-property

Challenge us to tailor an unbeatable deal for you

ABTA No. Y0662

*T&C’s apply and are available from our expertlettingteam@welcome.co.uk. We reserve the right to withdraw this offer at any time.

Up-front cash advance on future bookings available to many owners*

We’ll honour your current bookings*

No restrictions on your own bookings*

Free sign up with no registration fee*

Free property listing on , Booking.com and promotion through
Tesco Clubcard and over 450 other websites*

Free annual VisitEngland grading of your property, worth over £150 

Multi-million pound group marketing promotions via our market-leading
websites, partners, direct mail and advertising campaigns, achieving over 20 million
web visits each year
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