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MARESME REAL ESTATE MARKET 
OVERVIEW

• Lucas Fox Barcelona enjoyed its most 
successful year to date in 2013, ending the 
year with several major high value sales, 
ensuring the company’s healthiest sales 
revenue since the company was founded 
9 years ago and indicating another busy 
year ahead. 

• The prime Maresme residential property 
market is still being driven by international 
clients who are attracted by low sales 
prices, primarily seeking second homes. 

• This interest from international buyers 
has also been driven by the new Residency 
Law which enables non-EU buyers to 
acquire residency via property investments 
over €500,000.

• In 2013, Spain became the third most 
popular tourist destination in the world, 
with over 60 million visitors visiting the 
country over the course of the year. 

Catalonia proved to be the most popular 
destination, drawing 25.7% of the total 
number of visitors. 

SUMMARY

Properties on the Maresme Coast, the 
stretch of coastline located between 
Barcelona city and the Costa Brava, remain 
heavily discounted, some 25% – 35% 
lower than during the peak of the Spanish 
property market back in 2007.

The area is proving increasingly attractive 
to international buyers with statistics from 
the National Office of Statistics showing a 
rapidly expanding international community 
in some of the area’s most sought-after 
towns over the course of the past 10 years.

The Maresme Coast attracts both primary 
residence and second home international 
buyers, attracted by the region’s excellent 
access to Barcelona city, its beaches, golf 
courses, natural parks and attractive towns 
and villages.

      We expect prices 
to continue to fall 
moderately in the first 
6 months of the year 
before stabilizing in 
the second half of 
2014 and we anticipate 
sales activity to grow 
as buyers look to invest 
as the market starts to 
bottom out



The majority of international buyers are 
interested in sea view properties in high-
end villages such as Alella, Sant Andreu 
de Llavaneres, Premia de Dalt and Caldes 
d’Estrac. The two luxury developments of 
Can Teixido in Alella and Supermaresme 
in Sant Andreu de Llavaneres continue to 
attract international prime market buyers.

Buyers of Maresme Coast properties are 
equally represented from Europe, Middle 
East and Russia.

Lucas Fox sales in the second half of 
2013 closed at an average of 14% below 
asking price and second home purchases 
accounted for 100% of the company’s 
sales activity.

Russian (30%) and northern European 
(45%) clients continue to account for the 
majority of international buyers in the area 
whilst other non-European investors have 
also started to enter the market, including 
Middle Eastern clients attracted by the 
Golden Visa scheme which was passed by 
Spanish parliament in Autumn 2013.  

ANALYSIS AND PREDICTIONS

“We identified the Maresme as an area 
for tremendous potential growth for our 
business and since the inauguration of the 
Lucas Fox Property Lounge in the beautiful 
wine growing village of Alella, just 15km 
north of Barcelona City centre, we have 
seen a surge in interest in the region and 
have closed some significant residential 
transactions” explains Rafael Rosendo, 
Director Lucas Fox Maresme.

“For many years the Maresme region has 
been highly valued by the local market yet 
largely overlooked by international buyers, 
whose traditional preference has been for 
the coastal areas to the south of Barcelona 
- including Sitges and Castelldefels. 
However, the area’s profile is on the rise 
and international buyers are increasingly 
attracted to the Maresme and its quaint 
villages, beautiful beaches, National Parks, 
golf courses, marinas and superb access 
to Barcelona City. Hamelin International 
School in Alella has also consistently 
been rated as one of Catalunya’s leading 
international schools and this has proved 
a major attraction for families relocating to 
the area.
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You can keep receiving up-to-date market reports from the 
Lucas Fox International Properties team. Subscribe to future 
updates at our website or bookmark our blog for the latest 
news on the Maresme real estate market. 
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Lucas Fox Property Lounge Alella

      Since the 
inauguration of the 
Lucas Fox Property 
Lounge in the beautiful 
wine growing village 
of Alella, we have seen 
a surge in interest 
in the region and                     
have closed some 
significant residential 
transactions

We expect to see a continued growth in 
property sales in the area and increased 
interest amongst international buyers as the 
region gains traction in the international 
media as a sought-after location for both 
primary and secondary residence.

We expect prices to continue to fall 
moderately in the first 6 months of the year 
before stabilizing in the second half of 2014 
and we anticipate sales activity to grow as 
buyers look to invest as the market starts to 
bottom out.”


