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ituated wn the Catalan region of

Costa Brava, the Catalan capital of

Barcelona s set on & coastal plain
that stretches far into the hills, blessing the
city with breathtaking views. Barcelona itself
15 & heady blend of cultural delights and 24-
hour hedonmsm, making it one of the world's
mos] dynamic cithes.

Its hestory s tumuituous. Established by
the Carthaginians in 2308C, the amusingly
named Wilind the Hairy founded the house
of the Counts of Barcelona in B78AD, and
by the 12th century, Barcelona had become
a huge maritime trading centre. The 19th
century saw the city flourish as an industrial
and cultural centre, with modernism central
to the Catalan Renaissance. The 20th century
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was foliowed a peniod of repression that only
ended in 1975, thee years after Franco's
death, when the aulonomous community of
Cataionia was etablshed

Today the city boasts & mix of traditional
and contemporary architecture, the
moderrisiic Sagrada Famila resting happily
slongside Barcelona’s gothic cathedral. Down
by Port Olimpic, you'll find the popular
man-made city beach, La Barceloneta, while
on Las Ramblas you can partake of some
incredibly tasty tapas while sipping Cava and
walching the world pass you by

There are a million reasons why Barcelona
would make a *abulous home - i1's packed
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2,500,000
10%
24 000
300 DAYS A YEAR
43 PER 1,000
CATALAM
3,500,000

€580,000
135% ABOVE THE NATIONAL AVERAGE



nile the cost of Iming 15 conssderably lower
The city 15 also homme
some of the hines! gallerses and mMuseums
the world, with exhibitions from Gaudi

ird, Dali and Tapies, t0 name bul a few. In
ci. Barcelona s one of the few European

an i s on the LIk

pies that can rival the Italians in the culture
ahes Other notewortty stiractions are Parc
Gell, Gaudi's surreal gardens; the Joan Mird
windation: Montserrat monastery; the Barri
Stic (Gothec Quarter); Montjuic hall, which
yn be reached via cable car; the Museu
casso- and Gaudi's Casa Mild, with s
ndulating lacade and ormale chimneys

Ease of accessibility s another plus ponl
nd Barcelona offers encellent access and
frastructure routes. A new high-speed train
nk which runs from the south of France
wough to Girona and Barcelona, is currently

eing bulll. The city is already accessible

froen theee airports (Barcelona, Girona and
Reus), and Mights are cheap and reguiar. In
19692, the airport was expanded and a new
system of nng roads built to further improve
access. This redevelopment propect, wiich
also took in the city's walerfrond, helped o
make Barceiona a mayor global destmaton. In
fact, tourssm now accounts for 20 per cent of
the Costa Brava's GDF.

Barcelona enjoys good weather, While not
as sunny as southern Spain, the winiers are
mild and sunny, and i July and August the
temperatures soar. The ciy is also regarded
a5 one of the world's shoppang Capitals,
and there are numerous chic boutiques and
shopping centres. Finally, the food and wine
are fabulous. Barcelona's restaurants boast
a total of nine Michelin stars, while tucked
wargy dowm Lide sireels are SOme defughttul
tapas bars and restaurants. Freshly caught
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€580,000
135 per cent higher ':har-ﬂw nateorial
average of €247 000

£295,000
98 per cent hagher than the nalional
average of £149 000

€460,000
116 per cent higher than the nationa

sverage of €213,000

€588, 000
121 per cent higher than the nalignal
average of €266 000

€695,000
111 per cent hagher than the nalwona
average of €330,000

€1, 100,000
176 per cent higher than the national
wverage of €399, 000
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- Barcelona is the largest airport in the
Costa Brava. British Airways (0870 850
9850; www._ba.com) flies from Gatwick,
Heathrow and Birmingham, sasylet
(D871 244 2366; wew. casyjet.com) from
Bristol, Liverpool, Newcastle, Gatwick,
Luton and Stansted; (beria (0870 609
OS00; wenw. iberia.com) flies from Gatwick,
Barmingham, Heathrow and Dublin, Jet2
(0871 226 1737, www. jet2 com) from
Leeds Bradiord and Belfast; and Monarch
(0870 040 S040; wew. fiymonarch com)
from Manchester, The smalier Girona arport
receives Ryanair (DB71 246 0000;
| www ryanair.com) flights from Bourmemaouth,
| Dubidin, East Midiands, Glasgow, Luton,
Liverpool, Shannon, Blackpool and
* Luton, Dublin and Liverpool o Reus airport,
which is southwest of the region,
BEAlMN
' The train from London Waterioo to
Barcelona takes 16 hours, including a
trandfer in Pans from Gare du Mord io
| Austeriitz. Book through Rail Europs
(D870 B3T 137 1; wew.raileurope.co.ul).

i M taking a ferry or the Channel Tunnel
(0B70 535 3535; www.surclunnel.com) to
France, from Calais you need to take the
AZHE]S past Arras, then the ALVELS to
Paris. Follow the A1D to Oriéans, the A71

} {which becomes the A7 L/E11) to Clermont-
Ferrand, then the ATSE1] o the south
coast of France. Finally, take the AQE 15
to Spain and Catalonia. From Santander,
drive to Bilbao on the AB, then take the
AGE south, This becomes the AGE/ER04
near Miranda de Ebro, then after Zaragoza
it bacomes the A2/E90 Lieida. From Lieida,

fish and seafood are central to the diet,

and fresh vegetables, fruit, garlic and olive
oils feature extensively. In terms of wine,
Catalonia produces some supert bipples, most
notably Cava, produced in Penendés, while
Priorato and Alella export some rich reds.

Prices and properties vary dramatically
throughout Barcelona, depending on where
and what you buy. As & rough guide, a
renovated two-bedroom apartment starts from
€400,000, while a larger apartment w o~ 3

68 Spanish'ls; iz <. . J00E

:'l|ll 1 !

take the NiI past !
Tarrega into Barcelona, | l
of continue on the A2- |
E90 io the coast and |
joen the A7-E15 north |
to Barcelona. i

514 3219; »

wwna eurolings. co_uk) =

funs services from -

Giona, Figueras and | 2

Lioret de Mar, ! \
i !

FERRY [ '

P&O Ferries I

(0870 598 0333, g gy

wearw poderr et com)

prowides reguiar services between

Portsmouth and Bilbao. Brittany Fermies

(0870 366 5333; www brittany-ferries,

co.uk) travels betwesn Plymouth and

Santander. From there, use the road
directions abowe.

3k i ARDUN

Traveiling around Costs Brava is relatively
&asy, with the N11 running north from
Barcelona to Girona. The GIGB2Z goes up the
coast from Calella through Bianes, Liorel de
Mar and on to Palamds. RENFE (00 34 902
243402; www.renfe es) provides mainline
train sernces between Figueras, Girona and
Barcelona, and numerous local services. The
faster Euromed service runs from Barcelona
o Valencia, while in Barcelona, there's an
undefground train service run by TMB

(00 34 933 1B7074; www.tmb.net),
Sagalés (D0 34 902 130014; www.sagales.
com) provdes local services between Garona,
Barcelona, the coast and Girona airport.

tesrace runs from €500,000 to € 1,000,000,
The most expensive areas are o the north and
west of the city, where villas and townhouses
can be found. In the centre, you'll generally
anly find apartments for sale, with loft
Adeas experiencing the most demand fro-
foreign buyers are the Ciutat Velia (C 2 "ow
and L'Emample. Ciutat Vella cates Sace &
medieval bmes and takes - "¢ e o B
Gético, El Bourne and E! Rasal * angen &
fabicus amoem e & o Larl el SRR
TR L F L s coes I ek

i~

Buses in the region are régu'ar s
(00 34 902 422242; wwa.biss #al
services from Manresa to e csiona
rest of Spain. Continental-Autz (00
330400 www.continemts gt e
services throughout the regon EMT
922 235151; wew.amt-amo 2™ 4
ihe main transport operatirs © S

and it runs a comprehensve £
sannce. In terms of getting a:c.-2 e
there are reguiar Metro services, = &
ftowrst buses start at the Flags e
and run all over the city.

and Port Vell. It's still posscie ic fod 0
renovation project that c'%ers gooc =
appreceation in the Old Toar. atnoug
Prices are risang each year.
LUExample is one of Barceicras
2 g che. Essentially 8 5ol area. o
LTS O foreagners a'E Buyng Pere
¥ FrADNg Zhoce of Shaga and rest
TG 5 B FRAL DEBCE 1O il - Theni
¥ Rl age. b neteors Of gmat
) G Lo Tvg epty SRt @
g = O modereest e e
Corsteg =ty F scetmest tecia W



© INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY SHOP

buy close to Las Rambias. Yield fo
term bets s agh currently arounc ‘% 28
cent per annm - gnd there's no § §*
people saeking 8 holiday renta
location, short-term hets should be *
arpund the Old Town, L'Enample o The S
developments af Dragonal Mar, a-es
can buy a newly built apartment & °
access for €500,000. A quality Lac-Detmm
apariment will generate €1 000 2 wess
whenever you by, you nesd 10 ent_rs
can compete with the local holeds

As well as a healthy short-tenr
long-Term lets are aiso easy (0 s&c
plenty of business execulves anl Lio0e
looking for a si-month lel, althoug
yields aren't as high as with shori-e
lets, they still penerale & good 00 .
arg Mo SECUNE. You Can expec L &3
an average of €],500 per month *
bedrooim apartment

start of the district s marked by the Placs de The lack ol space lor development A large number of northern EwCoes
Catalunya, which means that this extremely combaned with the hagh demand, means that reiocate to Barcelona every year, 3 -
popular aréa 1S in a great central locaton. A properties will always sell, and af & good an international city, i offers exce'e
decent two-bedroom apartment here starts af price. Angther key factor s thal Barcelona, amenilies lor expats. The local res
around E500,000, although it's difficult to wnlike other parts of Span, isn't dependent speak pood English, there are 3 .
fired remowation progects on formgn mwestment - the maprty of sales Engirsh-speaking doctors and de
are for local buyers, which means [he resale there's a wide chosce of expal soc
market will always be Sirong Engirsh cinema. Foregn produce
Property prices here are among the hayghest from the bigger stores, as ane Eng
n Spain, and since the Olympecs in 1992, and newspapers, and there's nc
they"ve increased by between 50 and 75 per The letfings market in Barcelona s superb language and Alernathongl scho
eonl. The last hwo years haws teen prce e it's the only location in the Costa Brava where irish, Dutch, French, Germans, S
of 25 1o 30 per cent, and since 2005, resale YOU Can makie 3 year-round return on yoLr South Amencans are also purcha
properties have appreciated by 15 per cent mvestment, especially if you can aflord o making for & truly cosmopolitan

PRIME LOCATION RENOVATED APARTMENT

€£330.000 (£228.937) 294,500 (£204.30%) €315.000 (£218.000

This corner apartment 5 on the third Hoor Thas second-floor aparment B 2ooosts e Tras r=4-oedroom top-fioor acersnest &
of a beautiful building in one of the popular famous Sagrada Famitp g * St £ Rava = 3 Sreagll o0f tOTECE. 12 B
quarters of Barcelona, with good connecticens paci to the sary 15208 and i W exteient soerty aen Cprwiuily sprdepted. relhaang
to the city centre. It has three balconies and COnGme t twn DedrOgE., £ S goery TRRLTTL ensoned DEeem g SrtEmorh
two bedrooms, and is totally refort shec o 2 el L bace Fua 34 933 S6290S
Paul van den Hout: wo - : ” Py wp- S Mot ews gilete - . A -
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=zio! de dia Barcelona
Tecoora Lamadnd, 21-23 Bamos
anZ2, Barcelona

Tel: 00 34 934 175000

Fax: 00 34 934 | 72625

Email: emi@hdiabcn, fem.es

Centro Internacional Medicing Avanzada
Pg. Manuel Girona, 33, OBO34 Barcelona
Tel: DO 34 935 522700

wvw vdhenterprses. com

www, lucasfox.com

www, bon es‘english/ihome. itm
www aboutbarcelona.com
www_barcelonaturisme com

e 1992 Olympic Games mean sporting
= pure facilites are forst rate. Water

= particularly populsr in Barcelona, Thinking about buying a home in
is=shail - the city is home to Barca Spain? Then ook
=& Moy Camp - and there are two golf no further than the  M=ae
#5 on the outskiris of the cily new Red Guides “E
t=e negative side, you should be aware Buying a Property
#=3*< congestion and noise poliution are i Spain, now in
==, and costs of propérty and parking its third edition
& migh. Petty crime is also rife, although ard with ower
& 2'es are dropping. However, despite 180 pages of
Esrmeiona 15 2 temific place to lve. 'With advice. It's
S*erent qQuarters, there's something to available from
e — and satisfy - every appetite. Ideal for WHSmith,
e3 and singletons alike, Barcelona is priced £9.99

p=tmad] not to desappodnt

The British School of Costa Brava,

C/ Ginesta, 26, Apartado 172, OBBED
Castelidefeis, Barcelona, Spain

Tel: 00 34 936 651584

Fax: 00 34 936 64 1444

Email: britrshschool bordretemanl es

The Amercan School of Barcelona
Calie Jaume Balmes, 7, 08950,
Esplugues de LLobregat, Spain

Tel: 00 34 933 714016 /933 715012
Fax: 00 34 934 T34787

Email: enipllka-5-b.com

Welnte: www a-1-0 Com

Oak House British School Barceiona,
San Pedro Claver |2, 08017, Barcelona,
Tel: 00 34 932 524020

Benjamin Frankiin International School
Martorell | Pena, 9, 0B017,

Barcelona, Spain

Tel: 00 34 934 342380

Fax: 00 34 934 173633

Ernail: biranklin@blis org

Websidle: wew biis ofg

Coliegi Europa International School
Aw. Pla del Vimyet, 110 - 08190 Sant
Cugat del Valles, Barcelona, Spain

Tel; 00 34 935 B98420

Fux: DO 34 936 755263

Ermnail: infollcol-iegreuropa com or
europa@intercom es

Website: www col-legieuropa com

- o— ——

15,000 (E285,000) €62%,000 (£430,000) €1,300,000 (E900,000)
novated apartment in the Barri Gotico, A modern apartment 1 Villa Olimipic, with a A ursgue apartient in 3 listed Palacete,

" gxposed brickwork and beams. It has two large communal ares and swamming podol. It miinutes from Las Ramblas and the sea It has
/o' bedrooms, while the living room has has thres badrooms_ @ terrace. ca parking and  high ceilings and oniginal tiled floors, three

ole windows opeming out onto & Balcony. storage. Port Qlimp:c maring i very close by large bedrooms, and a huge roof terrace.
=8 Fax: 00 34 933 562989, Lucas Foux: 00 34 533 5£2989; Lucas Fox: 00 34 933 562989
w jucasfon.com www, lucasfon. com www lucasfox com
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