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Look away from the costas BESSREESE =508 555 g
and you can still find a | =N | '
home in the ‘real’ Spain,
reports Tony Jefferies
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v PHILIP and Deborah Harker sold up In South London and moved to
r Catalunya in 1999. They wanted a better way of life for their baty
- £ son, Tomas (now seven). and north east Spain fitted the bill
‘Deborah’s parents had a house in Catalunya, 5o we knew the area
= . . around Girona,” says Philip, 39 ‘We wanted to integrate, learn
-t - B oy th Spanish and live within reach of the beaches and the Pyrenees
$ied = e e emer We bought our house very quickly — even though it was a ruin
ars - ~ fa Philip didn’t know one end of a drill from the other when he left
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GARETH and Fiona Speechiey . Varcs
took the plunge last year when e - —
they bought a tumbledown - =
masia, or farmhouse, near NE BRI H
Girona $ SEampie. are "¢ finda - -
The Speechieys and baby Eli are | stylish to sroom O ; de To
living in a small house on their ! nt it , Duya e . Ura property
land while they turn their ruin stunning roof terrace for around o . v w
Into an international triathion ‘ £170,000 Bar & -
training centre Up in the m tair rices ar F A s
“It’s an ambitious project, but | > 3000 .
we should be ready for business W .
In a year,” says Flona, who, like ’ ’ ert = w
Gareth, has competed in ’ -
triathions at international level | - "
‘We're restoring the house | ¢ - -~
building a 25m pool and laying | 2 - s
out our five acres for cyclingand | .
running. But lifestyle was just as | : r - »
important for us.
‘We're an hour from the — »
Pyrenees, close to the sea and
It’s a perfect environment for 3 " -
Elito grow up in . a g »
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