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International Mediterranean

CASABLANCA 15 a false start. An
honest journey along the western
Mediterranean should stare at the rock
|lr-I||_'|'\-|,'| Mivsa, u|||| 1. .1|-:'H||_: Cribralrar

g the opposite shore, marks the trog

beginning of the Mare Nostmm
But Casablanca, which 15 on the

Artlantic Ocean, defies geopraphy and

fecls as Mediterranean as Momccos

northern «

he sea here has none of the cold

l.|'||.li.'."."-' and steely waters full of TPy
owster shells chat mark Evrope’s Adanoc
shores. The hight 5 a kalewdoscope of
vellows and oranges. with the sume
dazzling warmth of the Mediterranean,
only amplihed by the stark whiteness
of the houses that honour the ety
matne—iasablanca, the White House
Except that the houses came a long

while atter the name. Once a haven for

pirates, the city—then called Anta—was
razed by the Portuguese, who renamed
it Clasa Brmea, The name stuck even

when the conguerors changed and

L W

Casablanca became a thriving port
under carbv-21"-century French rale.

And it is the French Casablanca of
Humphrey Bogarr and Ingrid Berg-
man that owns the world's collective
imagination: a city of sin and intrigue,
nighits and shadows, which has very
little 1o do with the real one; quite pos
sibly because the film was acrually shaot
in Arnzona and Califorma,

[oday’s Casablanca, by contrase, 15
a sun=filled eity of children FUnnNare
ed

thoroughfares and busthing scafood

along the seashore, craffic-cle

restaurants, all dwarfed by the powerful

]

ne of the Hassan 1l mosque
The effect 15 dehberate, Determined

to build 2 micsgue to beat Fome’s S5t

Peters, Moroccos late king, Hassan 11,
spearheaded one of the most ambinous

architec-

privjects i modern rehgou
ture—uone that took seven vears and
T frien e l-||1}~|-.'1:.

Ihe miosgue, which could fr St

Peters in its prayer hall, seinds on an

crop of land snatched from the sea, a
beacon for both sailors and the faithful.
Its mnaret, which s the |nj.:||-.'~| in the
world at 689t echoes Marrakech’s his-
toric Kutubiyah mosgue, but with the
grandeur that only technology and a
French architect can add. s zilli—muo-
saics of brilhant blue, jade, ochre and
white—torm tantastical Howers in the
eve of the unbeliever. And the carved
wood celings and plaster mouldings
look like intricarcly embroidered lace—
until the retractable rmoof opens and the

1 ¢ pallars soar straaght towards the
sky and God.

"W often forget thar the Mediter-

rancan is not just a Catholic sea, says

sathinge author Rod Jeikell. ‘Ie's an

armalpamation of Easr and West. All sorts
of practices, in religion as well as cui-

sine, came from Lebanon, Syria, Turkey”

Set sail to Spain
Past Jebel Musa, along the Spanish
coast, the Mediterranean’s religious



Carla Passino explores the western Mediterranean
in the wake of religion, myth and medieval sailors
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CONQUER THE HIGH SEAS

The author of numerous pilots on the
Mediterranean Sea Rod Heiee!l s a
revered name among sailing enthusiasts.
A former historian, he has been cruising
the Med for 25 vears, and is as attracted
by its history s by its waters. This was
the hub of the world when, in the UK.
people were Ihving in mud huts be says.

Mr Heilell has a soft spot
for Cartagena—Tike Barcelona 15 years
ago' —and for Barcelonas fabulous’
Port Vell, his favourite stretch of the
Mediterranean STArts in Sardinia and
Corsica. They make up the best cruising
around the Med. he says. Some ports
of Sardinia have a very Aragonese feel,
especially Alguer, where you can ge?
weat paella And you can see the
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lowvely cork trees from the sea’
Smralier Corsica, further north, remain:

Hekell says. "When you are poing in,
you can hardly see it, it disappears into
the cliffs. Then suddenly it opens out in
front of you'

And. of course. there’s Malta. It's not
30 mixch a crulsing area s a place to
spend winter, says Mr Heikell ‘It's the
comfort factor, because it's a former
English colony. And it has good food of
that quirky English./international./Ttalian
wanely. U & strange little outpcst in the
middie of the Sicily channel”

I Trevm L
ouirs of Mamseill
lr
o i e
] I\r:
Burt
i LS|
Moar
1 I
&5 So
(
t 1

i

wterfront 1o hills. Barei

fona

and a hint of Paris

e toEether

hadows




EXPLORING THE
SPANISH MED

Sparvih yachteman Chepo Torres
s & welecton of bays and
: ! lcoria and the Balearics
Sun-scorched Sardinia - ¢ seres and Cacaqués in
L i Y i . s T Brava
south of Barcelona

et of i

arv e letes in Formentera
tudded Espalmadon

Formentera

Country Life International 67



International Mediterranean

Magnificent Malta

On the Y farket

th i i W I Faw m cosme with roval backing, but Le Jardin
! ' | | de Fleur in Saidia, on Moroccos Mediterranean coast, 15
ke Mak " armcang them. Part of a touram development plan sup
1" = i - ported by King Mohammed V1, it will have 129 willas and 250
I3 | apartmenits set in lush subtropical gardens. Prices start from
T s bbby ind { £301, 000 for apartments (Saffron Villas; 0M635-253121)
| It 1 k Sat n 42 pores rear Sant Felin Guinols. close 1o Barcelona,
that LaV i Can Guardicla is ‘one of the best properties on the Costa
Brava, according to selling agent Lucas Fox. Painstakingly
i i i | renovated, it blends oniginal features—iuch 33 painted
i fhcient grid, o i ceillings—with modern com. such & under floor heating
{ its bt Jinis stat tha Price on application [Lucas Fow; 00 34 733 56 89)
T i I
i Salvador Dali’s
ik of i will appreciate this
A ke Co-Cathedr frshermans house
5 [ L which is st close to
| | aall i i the marstros former
i I Fast ' Forme [Mcray @ IMELSELIm)
i H 1 Oin the TerTace. you
A can fesl the :.{:-lrltu'_‘)'f
i ! Dalis art. say selling
1] ' : agents Engel & Volkers
r hard 2 step Even the less artistically-minded will enjoy the house s views
| : 3 crver sea, boats and beach, which are only 50 yards away. The
i T asking price 5 €2.2m (00 34 977 45 64 40)
k And the M
Cantle living "0 0
-I;h-:a‘-a' of its crwn—
especially when the
frl & bt castle dates from the
aia i1l th century and comes
sl te with a musewn, a large
low Left . library and an escellent

wine cellar, et in two
and a half acres of

andscaped garderns
this spectacular Frve-bedroom Castillo
affords uninterrupted views across the Costa Brava from its
pecturesque tower For all this. agents Engel & Vollkers ane
seeking offers in excess of €7m (00 34 571 45 64 40)

at the top of a hil

Ows of Mealy's ot famous architects, Massrmilianc

Fulcsas, s desigrung the look of a new development near one
of Sardinias most prestigious golf courses. Is Molas. The is
Molas Golf Club, a 30-minute drive from Cagliar airport. has
hosted the italian open four times. Mow, some 200 designes

ae Cramers will

e

villas will be scattered along its 27
also have access 1o a planned 18-hole course and a private
beach For prices and further information on the deveiop
ment, please contact Knight Frank (J20-7629 8171}

Prask Salt s s=lling a historic palazro in Wardija, whick
affords far-reaching views over both of Maltas coastlines. An
opident home wet in more than two acres of gardens, Swirm
ming pool and ponds, it has five bedrooms and three “stately
rooms to entertain, a3 well a3 a sepasate cottage The price i

only available on application to Frank Sait (020-7935 5113)
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