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Beauty
and the
beach
Wrth rts café culture and fashionable
Nomes, C¿sc¿is ,s Portugal's answer
fo Br gnton laum l¡tham checks out
the Lisbon in-crowd's favourite resort

ffix'#ts\

I f-vorr're seeking an ru-
I thentiqluruiousaw
I in Portug.rl.¡'oud better
f give the AJgwe a miss.
I ButJfrasidet(¡m,once
tavoured bv royaity, with
a eosmopolitau, vibrant
cor ¡mun¡ ty  and a  mere
l0r¡inutcjoumey to the

capltrl - now that'.\ ¿ lDt-
r:r,r ,rpr.xrr. lr mighú $md
lik,t Bri{hton ¡ut, accorrl-
rn$ to r ¡'tr in the kno$i the
to\n ,)1 C¡sais on Portu-
galls northern coast is so
l l tua i t  l1x .L . t

' ' I¡ l i  more l ike rhe south
1) i  F r rnce . "  says  Con-
tric\:ift o,)aQudrut (\er-
seus Propert"v. ' ,ft 's quite
trend¡" rnd has lonesandv
beaches, beautifu I palace.s
and a caté culture. you
spend rnost ofyour time
outdoors, even in wintet"

The beautyofCmaisis
that, müke mtr oftheAl-
gwq it han t lost its cha-
acteq andthe comtal lma_
tion, coupled with its re-
lued ¡rmosphere, pulls in
a healttuermixof ltralmd
*-pat residents, 6 rell tr
weekenders from Lisbon,
surf'ers, the yachting set
and o\€mem tourisls.

Vitto sys that it,.s quite
the thing for fashion;ble
Lisbonites to om a beach-
front apaÉment here and
this has pmhed up prices,
but she also$ysthereue
prcperties that m achully
pretff good dealswhen lou
co[sider the kxation. you

cu buy smethingcheplv
ifyou'rc not irontingon wá
nem orfaütislilewim
ming pols," she erplains.'A one-lxdrmm apartnent
can cost from around
9100,000 in rome N&sth¿t
are only a :l0-minute walk
from the beach.'

\¡ittohassver¿l low@
options on her books, in-
cluding ü tlv(Fbedr(úm dat
lbrt1?0.000 and¡nrttrac-
tively hmished apaúment
near the beach rvith gootl
uelvstor t159,000. Headro
the seal'ront, though, and
pnces climb. Ifyou want
fmnt-üne coa.stal propertv,
oon t expect to get much
changr oqt of€500.000.

Vitto hü a stuminstm_
ditional villa with slr-bed-
mms fbr €576,000 md an
lmposing house for the
me price that she claims
would cost twice that in the
Algane.One three-bed-
room property right on
the beach is als availabte
for J5O?0O0, not cheaD but
the benefits are obvious."The beach is you garden,"
seMys.

ffyou'd prefbra how in
the quaint cobbled streets
ofthe old town, however,
you mlght see -your hopes
dmhed. Accordinq to paul
Houston ofl,ucm Fox, such
propefty rarely comes uO
for sale and is so soughi
alter it gws quicldy for high
prices. You'll have bettér
luck with a huge three-
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'lfs like Brighton brn m*rr oettJr "dse;;ñ;m 
in this atrxtiretwn r,di

storey houff in need of ren-
ovation for !288,000 orüe
stylish new apartments

Part ofthe attraction of
Cascais for those who
choose to live here is that.
though it'.s a prime holidav
spot, it's eraped becoming
a ¡ounst resort.

This was one of the
draws for teacher Sarah
Cmhmore trüo wttled here
after_tinding a job in Lis-
mn. she wsartmctd not
Just by the easy comute
but by the charm of the
seafront tom. .,Cascais is
a beautifr.d plac,,'she s!s."l love the relued pace the
cütre ad the fact that it,.s
by the sea."

Cashmore bought her
one-bedroom apartment
last yeü for €t86,000 and

says that she's one of a
n um ber o f ex-paLs moving
tnere ,  bu t  tha t  hasn ' t
hmed ii i¡rro a üttle BriL1ir"Depite the number of for-
eignen buying here, it's stil
very Portuguese.,,

. Cascais'sthriünghar-
bou ild tom centre, plus
its mü ofresidents oi all
ages and lifestyles also
mems there's no off-peak
*mn. "Cmaisisa 

liüng
worlug tom where peG
pre rappen to go on holi-
dsy," sys Paul Houston.
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#_ úuyers gutde

a*r.r*****"
in Portugd, but ned a
ff*al numbq frm the
local tax departrcnt
beforc purchasing.
I The ñFt step ¡s to cet il
E$ritun. wtich cdfi-m
the propere is mitable
lor sla Thq a Co¡hato
de Prornss do Comor¿ e
Vsd¡ isdmn up, this
¡nc¡uds all the conditids
of thesh.
¡ A depositolarund lO
ps cstt is put dfln to
suru the prepcty md is
Íorleit€d it you illl dt
f tfte vendor pulls or¿

from €254,000, both cur-
rently on Lucm Fox's brnks.

Houston claim prcper_
ty in this prie bandis a6out
m low s it gets. ,,Cmais 

is
not especially cheap," he
says ,  t t saverypopu lar
area - coastal with good
comctions ud pries rc
üiven bv the Portuguese,
wh ich  makes i t  a  sa fe  in_
vestment N there,s a good
resale milket-"

This market is likely to
get stmnger, N the leal au-
thority hás put a sbop to nw
building, meaning prices
could soon climb turther

he must pay you double
the deposiL' 
¡ The E*rituh de Cmpn
e Venda, c lnal contact
b uslly i8rcd in the
flrxgt€c of a notary
arund liE weks late,

I afts yor¡r legal advis
r hd done all the tide

chcks and searche,
I t Beforu thé p|trcha* an
go thru8ft, yqu,ll n€ed to
r€Sister the $b with the

I tand Regisfy Offie and
pay a preperty tax to tfte
l€l ¿uthqities h vtries
depending o the value of
fhe prcp€rty.

NOVA SCOTIA

PLAIN SAILING ON A
CANADIAN ISLAND

Set In two-and-a-half acres.
thrs l,550sq ft wooden house
rson theCanadi¿n ls land of
Nova Scotja. lt may sound
remote. but Heathrow is just
a seven,ho!r flight ¿w¿y

lhehouse h¿ssou¡h,
westely vtews ryerthe sea,
a¡O rt5 Ced¿rdeck and flag-
stone paúo make rt perfect
for outside dinrnS. lnsrde, the

. . . lrvtng room has a t.wo-storev

vaulted ceil¡ng and a 2jft-hrgh
stone fireplace. There's a
separate d¡nin8 r@m and the
kiichen has all the latest
appliances The property only
n¿s one bedr@m, wrth tts
own ensutte, b!t next door is
a 576sq ft self-co¡t¿ined
guestholse plus a two-storey
g¿rage wtth an upper ievel r¡
need ol returbishment.

The tnterñattonal airport ¡t

Hal i fax is just a short  drve
away ¿long Highway l0j
Known as 4,4@nraker the
property is ln East Chester,
one ol the weaithrest spots
on the is land. Each Algust,
Keetmats lrom ail over the
East Coast of North America
come to take p¿rt n its
salrng regatta, Chester
Race Week. The ne¿rby
waters of Mahone Bay and

byGtrelta llbdridos

[s numerous is l¿nds are

:e¡owned tor yacht ng, and a
rerry rom the town co¡nect<
to Big T¿nc@k sland end
Little Tancook lsland.

M@nraker rs for sale for
c$349,000 (É155,000)
through Mayfalr lnternationa
Realty ¿nd lradewinds Realtv
001 902 275 5613i
www.tradewindsr€lty cgt r.  . r i r r


